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Operation: Ski Trip

TeacHer FIGHTS

Ruliimi2020

Wren TesT caLenDaR BIGHTS aBe THEEATENED, THE GLOVES
COME OFF.

§taLn BupoLer

Topay, JBHA's teacners
WILL FIGHT IT OUT FOR @
CERAMIC  MUG  €MBLQ-
ZONED WITH THE WORDS
"B6ST T6ACHER 6VER" o
PUT ON THEIR Desk. Bef-
ereed BY THe (Core
TEACHERS, @ND HOSTED
BY Laeey anp Nam, 1T 1s
THE EVENT Of THE sea-
SON. THE WINNER WILL Be
THE EeNVY OFf dLL WHO
LAY eYes ON THE STUN-
NNG  BecepTacLe. PLus
THEYLL Have a nNice cup,

FlesT uP IN THE BING,
JBHA's relstiest AN
(LOSEST KNT COmPETH
TION, KNOWN FORB THER
Bosle THE Bverer
TOUGHNESS IN  BEQUIBING
Pemary 8Source pocu-
menTs...tHe History De-
pasTmenTt! In one cor-
neg, we Have Dg. ZIskinD,
NeaRrBY, CHEERING HEB ON WITH
My Ouo Kentucky Home” PAC

They alL redTe
DIGITS OF Pl TO
WAEM UP AND

acclse one

ANOTHER OF BEING

IRRATIONDL,

OBTUSE, AND NOT

geal.

and WAC ouke 1T ouT For Her aFf-
FecTions. IN THe second cornes,
vy KaeLan 1s Lvip. Mes, TalcHman
COULD NOT MAKE IT as sHE 15 ON
Hee faem IN Wisconsin, PROB@BLY
DOING  Yoed. Mes,  8§cHEINMANN
TAKEs THE THBD CORNEB, QND Is
HUBRIEDLY GBADING Gov TesTs BUT
Is BEADY TO TAKe ON THE Compe-
TITION WITH Her Mock TeiaL pow-
ers Of ePepsuasion. THe BeLL
BINGS TO STABRT THE MATCH QAND

BIGSTOCK

THE THREEE LaDdles HOP INTO THE
BING, QBMED WITH FACTS QABOUT
ancent Bome. De. ZiskinD  WHIPS
OUT HeB CONsTITUTION (sHE Never
LedVES HOME WITHOUT IT) IN-
STANTLY FBEEZING THE OTHER
TEACHERS A5 THEY SCRAMBLE FOR
THEIE OWN COPIEs, AND sNAGS QA
WIN,

Next To entee THe BING: Los
Bassls. INsTE€aD OF FIGHTING, THEY
AlL  GaTHEerR QdRoUND Bassl
Bosenserc To  cosse  (NOT
LASHON HABA) aBouT Hs encace-
ment. No WINNER 15 DeCLaReD,
and Ms. Laweence HoPs INTO THE
BING TO CHAT WITH HEB QUIZZO
BESTIE,

greakine of Ms. Laweence, vou
KNOW IT: THe Bneusk DeparT-
MENT 15 UP. IN AN QLABMING LACK
Of FIGHT BING Decorum, Mg,
McLauckun, Ms. Laweence, anp
Mes. AnDersoN QLL BOW DOWN
To BiTa ScHUMAN AND QuesTION
THE eXISTENTIAL Value Of BEING
THERE IN THE FIRST PLACE,

The MaTH DeparTment HoPs IN
nexT. THeY aLL BedTe DelTs OF
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Pl TO WQBM UP QND THEN THEY
aACCUsSe ONE ANOTHER OF BEING IB-
BATIONAL, OBTUSE, aND NOT
peal. As THeY BEGIN TO CBcLe
THE BING, ME. GoemLeY DROPS d
BedT, aAND IT QaPPedRs Qa5
THOUGH MRS, INeY Is GQAINING THE
UPPER HAND BY CONFUSING THE
OTHER TEQACKERS WITH HER ac-
cent. As THEY TBY TO DECPHER
HEE WOBDS, QND WHY SHE THINKS
THE SQUARE BOOT OF FOUR IS NEG-
aTIVE TWO, THE BOOM SUDDENLY
coes DABK., A SPOTLIGHT SHINES
FEOM ovegHeaD, and Topa, AKA
Mes. Gerrer, sLo- MmO WALKs UP
T0 Mes. §trick's sibe. ToceTHer,
AND aemeDd wiTH an AeeLe Pencl,
THeY apre unstoerpasLe. The BC
CaLc BUNCH sCeeam FROM THE
sibeLINes, NedRLY PassinGg ouT. No
NEED TO $AY MOBE QABOUT WHO
WON THIS BOUND, FOLKS.

Tve WoeLp Lancuaces DerarT-
MENT WA$s GOING TO COMPETE,
BUT FRENCH DIsAPPEARED INTO THIN
QAlE AND NO ONE HAD THE GUTS
TO Take oN Me. HorsterTer
CONSIDERING HIS INTENSE TRAINING IN
GLADIATOR FIGHTING,

The Herew DepParTmENT FIGHT
Is @ cLose caLlL. Marya Bosen-
BERG Uses Her MossaDd TRAINNG
TO KNock out Moran Bicky
and Miiam, BUT 15 TOO Dis-
Teacted BY Hepva's poruLar-
ITY TO NoTice ANceLa's HIGH
HeeL FLYING THBOUGH THE Qalg,
Ler's Just sar, AnceLa was
A SHOEe-IN,

$T6AM anp THe &cence De-
PARTMENT ENTEE @ JOINT
MATCH TO FIGHT OVER WHO
ceTs TO TeacH PHrsics. Me. &iL-
VEE MADE @ STRONG STAND,
and Mes. HeLrcoTT even of-
FERED THEM HONEY Q@5 d BRIBE,
suT Me. Maman came ege-
pared, He amep THE Laser
CUTTER TOWQARDS THE BING,
and cHanneune DB, Doorensk-
MBETZ, THREQATENED TO ZaP
THem (QND THE TB- sTaTe
ArRed) WITH Hs TaKe- ovep-
THE- $ECOND- FLOOR- INQTOR.
THEY BACKED DOWN,

FINQLLY, THE MOMENT You aLL
Have alL BEeN WAITING FOB: THE
FnaLs. De. Ziskinp vs, Bira 8cHu-
MmaN Vs, Mes. &Trick vs. AnceLa
vs. Me. Maman, Hotp on -- a
surerise  compeTiTorl  DepapT-
MENT CHOMPIONS NOW MUST TBY
TO BedT THE Boss -- DB Katz,
WHOSE PRESTIGE QAND POSITION PER-
MTS HIM TO JUMP STRAIGHT INTO
THe fInaLs. We'ge IN FOB @ GooD
maTcH, Without THe  UNon,
THOUGH, THE TEACHERS CANNOT
comeete acainsT DB Katz, who
DRAMATICALLY POINTS TO THE Pe-
ploplc ‘TABLE AND eXCLams, Im IN
my eLement, ksl He epromprLY
WINS THE MATCH WITH @ KABaTe
KICK, QND HE FINSHES OFF WITH @
BESOUNDING, |Ve GOT BIGGER FlsH
10 fBY Now. DDK our. §tor BY IF
vou're eveer In DetroiTt)”
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An Accent Wall a Day
Keeps the Doctor Away

Maya "BidenMyTime" Shavit

Last summer, some department heads of Jack M. Barrack Hebrew Academy
met to decide how they could better alleviate stress during the upcoming 2019-
2020 school year. The school principa[, Mvs. Levi, received a slew of emails from
concerned Main Line parents announcing their children were aﬁ/aid to come

back to school for a multitude of reasons.
‘ / The meeting was transcribed by the Hu-
manities Department head, Mr. Laugh[in.

Myrs. Levi: Dear ﬁiends and coworkers, we

.
are gathered here today to discuss an ongo-
— — ing issue in the upper school. The stress stu-
/ dents experience during the school year has
— \ reached an all-time high according to our
% | — Math Department. How can it be that a
© \# p[ace whose sole Vesponsibi[ity is to deter-
4BRIGHTIDEAS mine someone’s entire academic path could

upset the average student. 1t ]oaﬁ[es me!

Ms. Strike: 1t is honestly insane that these children are stressed out by these
very ha“ways. 1 mean, they are so bright and chee}ﬁd.’

Dr. Griskind: Well, one could argue that the students are concerned be-
cause of the overwhelming amounts of work we force upon them.

Dr. Cats: That is simp[y outlandish. The environment the students learn in
must be oppressive or conﬁning. We need to have our students fee[ safe. Noth-
ing should startle them dwing the day.

Dr. Griskind: Well, what do you propose? The classes fouow each other; we
can't possibly give breaks between each one. The day would become longer by

Dining
Commons
Yelp Review

Devora "WherelsButtigieg" Solomon

I'd have to give this place 4 stars. | mean the parking situ-
ation is horrible; there’s often no spots out front and then you
have to park down the street! (Insider tip: you can just park be-
hind the other building.) And once you actually get in the place,
it's only open for 30 minutes! | mean they must have a lot of cus-
tomers to be able to only be open for 30 minutes a day. The line
is terrible, too. Well, there’s two lines, but one is only for little kids.
Anyway, you can always skip the line by saying you have a test
or something. Now the food. Is. Good. | mean it's not gourmet,
but man do they fill you up on carbs! You leave this place feeling
so full, you are a bit nauseous, but also ready for the rest of the
day. There’s no one to seat you but there’s always plenty of seat-
ing options available. Overall, this place has its downsides but is
definitely worth it. But make sure you're on time or else you may
not get anything!

o ok [k [

stress of class transitions completely, but how will students remain cheerful in

class?

Mes. Strike: 1 know! We should brighten the classes with fun paint. Not too

default and the Allentown students (and no others) already arrive home after ﬁm though; we don’t want the walls to inspire the students to act out against

five at night or so. Once the bell has rung, the next class succeeds it.
Dr. Cats: That's it! There should no [onger be bells. That way, the students

Devech Eretz values.

Dr. Griskind: Exact[y.’ The use of accent walls will most [ike[y cure seasonal

will not stress about the next class itself, but when it will begin. The bell is depression and generally make owr students more productive.

abrupt and harasses the ears of the younglings who barely get enough sleep as

is.

Mys. Levi: This sounds like the perfect solution to all of our students' prob-

lems. Nobody could ever feel stressed about the state of the school again after

Myrs. Levi: Dr. Cats you are onto something! That will surely velieve the e have made these calming changes. Meeting adjourned.

Goodbye clock, goodbye
desk, goodbye water
sitting on the desk and
GOODBYE BARRACK!

What will
we do without
him? Don’t go DDK!
DDK NOOO

Barrack will live on forever
in my heart. | promise, it
was worth the schlep.
Goodbye for real now.

We
don't need
him anyway!

Adleu from
DDK

Rebs "Kanye2020" Shaid
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THE TALE oF DJ GORMS

PRACTICES IN THER GARAGES OVER THE
NEXT FEW SUMMER MONTHS. As THEY
IMPROVED, WORD OF THEM SPREAD, AND
BY THE START OF THEIR SCHOOL YEAR,
THEY WERE BEING ASKED TO PLAY AT
VARIOUS PARTIES OF THER FRIENDS. THEY
STARTED HOSTING CONCERTS, FIRST FOR
THER FRIENDS, THEN FOR KIDS FROM
OTHER SCHOOLS. BUT AS THER OWN
SCHOOL WORK PILED UP, THEY BEGAN TO
ACCEPT THAT THEY WOULDNT BE ABLE
TO KEEP THE BAND TOGETHER.

HOWEVER, AS THE NEXT SUMMER
BECKONED, THE FRIENDS STARTED TO
THINK THAT THEIR BAND MIGHT BE ABLE
TO STICK TOGETHER AFTER ALL. Bur

ARON "FEELINTHEBERN™ SHKLAR

We ALL kNow DJ  Gomms,
LEGENDARY BARRACK DJ. ALSO KNOWN
TO A SELECT FEW AS Mr. MATTHEW
GORMLEY, MATH WHIZ. BUT WHAT WE
DONT KNOW IS HOW HE BECAME THE DJ
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§0uCSTLOVE, DJ GORMS CARLY MENTOR

BREAK. FINALS CAME AND WENT, BUT
THER BREAK PERSISTED. THEY FINALLY
ACCEPTED THAT THEY WERE FINISHED.
DESPITE HIS DISAPPOINTMENT, MATT WAS
DETERMINED TO STAY WITH MUSIC, BAND
OR NOT.

SEVERAL WEEKS LATER, AT A
BIRTHDAY PARTY, MATT OBSERVED THE
DJ STATION IN FASCINATION. [T WAS
QUITE SIMILAR TO THE TURNTABLES HE
PLAYED WITH HIS OLD BAND, BUT MUCH
MORE ELABORATE. THE DJ, BEARING A
STRONG RESEMBLANCE TO PHILLY ICON,
QUESTLOVE, OFFERED MATT A TRY ON
THE STATION. THE MOMENT HIS HANDS HIT
THE ON  BUTTON, MATT FELT AN
INSTANT CONNECTION TO THIS MACHINE.

FEEL LIKE | WAS BORN TO DO THIS.

WHEN SUMMER BEGAN, MATT
STARTED BUILDING AN ONLINE PORTFOLIO
OF FAMOUS DJ'S AND VIDEOS OF THEM IN
THEIR ART. HE USED AN ONLINE PROGRAM
TO PRACTICE. AND WAS SOON SCORING
WELL. HIGH SCHOOL PROCEEDED TO FLY
BY IN A BLUR, AND YET HE KEPT WORKING
T0 BECOME A DJ. NOW PERFORMING
UNDER THE MONIKER DJ GORMS, HE WENT
TO COLLEGE FOR MUSIC, AND HONED HIS
SKILLS AS A DJ. HE FINISHED COLLEGE
AND STARTED TAKING UP A FEW SMALL
DJ GIGS, ALWAYS LOOKING FOR THE BIG
ONE, THE ONE THAT WOULD MAKE HIM
KNOWN. IN LATE 2019, HE HEARD ABOUT A
JEWISH DAY SCHOOL, KNOWN AS BARRACK,
IN NEED OF A DJ. HE APPLIED AND WON
THE JOB. A FEW MONTHS LATER, THE 9TH

THAT HE IS TODAY. HIS EPIC SAGA
STARTED WHEN HE WAS Y YEARS OLD,
DURING A LAZY SUMMER DAY. HE WAS
HANGING OUT WITH SOME FRIENDS WHEN
SOMEONE SUGGESTED THEY TRY MAKING
MUSIC TOGETHER. THEY DETERMINED THER
ROLES, AND YOUNG MATT DECIDED TO
WORK THE TURNTABLES. THIS NEWLY
FORMED YOUNG BAND, STILL UNSURE OF A
NAME FOR THEMSELVES, HELD SEVERAL

THEN REALITY STRUCK: THEIR FINAL
EXAMS WERE JUST WEEKS AWAY AND
THEY HAD TO START STUDYING NOW.
STRESS OVERTOOK THEM, AND THE BAND
WAS SPENDING LESS AND LESS TIME
TOGETHER. THEN, THE WEEK BEFORE
FINALS, THE BAND CALLED A MEETING.
THE PRESSURE OF HOLDING THE BAND
TOGETHER MIXED WITH FINALS WAS T0O
MUCH FOR THEM. THEY HAD TO TAKE A

His Epic SacA
STARTED WHEN HE
WAS 4 YEARS oLD

ANDIOTH GRADE  SEMi-FORMAL DANCE
ARRIVED. MATT WAS ASKED TO DJ. AND
WORKED THE DJ TABLE FOR NEARLY
THREE-AND-A-HALF  HOURS,  WITHOUT
STOPPING. THE THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE HE
RECEIVED WHEN THE DANCE ENDED
CONFRMED THAT HIS GOAL  WAS
ACHIEVED: HE HAD BECOME A LEGEND.

HE ASKED FOR A FEW MORE MINUTES,
AND THE DJ oBLIGED. DESPITE LITTLE
REAL EXPERIENCE, MATT SEEMED TO
KNOW WHAT HE WAS DOING. AT THAT
MOMENT HE THOUGHT TO HIMSELF, |

Mystery of the Plastic Baby

Kayla "BillionaireBerg” Bleier

Have you ever seen a little plastic baby, one so small it could
fit on your finger? Perhaps you saw it briefly, barely registering its
existence. Or perhaps, you saw it sitting in the most curious
location and it made you wonder, "Who put this here?" Well, this
baby has been floating around our very own JBHA for months.

It is @ mystery how the baby arrived here. One day, it was seen
on the banister; the next day, it appeared in the library; every day,
it seemed to move. The unnamed piece of plastic was always
somewhere new. | remember finding the plastic baby inside of the
paper-towel dispenser in the girls' bathroom. Two days later, |
found it in the library. Was this baby a pawn in some big game?
Was it really hundreds of babies, and | only saw one at a time?
That | do not know. | do know that the baby '
appeared when | least expected it.

This plastic baby only hung around
during the first trimester -- unless it is hiding
-- and | have not seen it in a long time. What
did the plastic baby see while it was here?
What adventures did it go on?

The truth is, | do know about the baby. It
came from another planet. This plastic
mini-figurine is not the only one like itself, as
you may know. Tens and hundreds of these . :
little plastic babies can be bought at once. All of them, without
exception, are not manufactured on earth as their labels suggest.
No -- they come from Mars.

You might have heard of the Artemis program, and you most
likely know of NASA, but you do not know every secret in their
database. The Artemis program is one that plans to send men and
women to the moon within the next ten years, and onwards to
Mars soon after. That is no secret. This program is broadcast far

COVETABLECURIOSITIES

and wide, and many projects are underway to aid it and help it
progress. But this widespread publicity has spread to our galactic
neighbors.

It has been drilled into our brains since childhood that we are
alone in the universe. We all think we know how unique life on our
pale blue dot is, but we have been lied to. Life exists, and it exists
nearby. There have been robotic expeditions to Mars in the form
of rovers sent from earth. After a while, the rovers "die’, or lose
contact with Earth. The public has been told that this is due to
batteries dying or storms covering the rovers. This past February,
the Opportunity rover was pronounced "dead’, and the mission
was declared complete. The published reason for the loss of the
rover was that a slow accumulation of dust from storms blocked
the solar panels completely. However, recently exposed
~—y information from inside sources has uncovered the
truth. After fifteen years of active running, the

S8 connections.

Eight months ago, these plastic babies began to
appear. Due to data from the rovers sent to Mars, the
journey between Earth and Mars can last between
seven and nine months. These two occurrences are
no mere coincidence. Plastic babies by the thousand
have been sent to Earth from Mars. Why? We do not yet know, but
we do know that one has made its way into our school. We do not
know what information it has gathered, but we do know it is linked
to the progression of the Artemis program.

This means that now more than ever you must be alert!
Constant vigilance is the key to surviving in this dystopian society
we find growing around us. Report suspicious activity, and do not
be afraid to question the unthinkable. Something is out there and
we will be prepared.



Purim 2020

COUGAR CHRONICLE

Page 4

Why Is My Research Paper Wet?

December 26:

The air is foggy in the damp,
swampy Everglades. The only sounds
to be heard are the birdcalls up above
in the trees, the quiet whoosh of the
oars gliding through the water, the
pencil marking the paper, and Dr.
Minna Ziskind muttering under her
breath.

“Mom, can you take a turn
rowing?” Sarah asks, her arms tired.

“In a minute; it seems like my
students didn’t care at all about the

GOOGLE IMAGES

a3 : = )y b
footnote instructions this year,’
Ziskind responds.

They continue on like this,
Sarah defeatedly rowing down the
river. As the day drags on and the
mosquitoes begin to come out, Sarah
decides to try again.

=1 4 = e

Devora "WherelsButtigieg"Solomon

“Maybe now, Mom? I mean it’s
winter break and all you've done is
grade research papers.”

“Hey, it’'s not my fault that my
students don’t understand how to put
a footnote after the period. I mean,
for God’s sake, how many times do I
have to tell them? And don’t even get
me started on the way they separate
their paragraphs. I mean this one has
a body paragraph that’s two pages
long!”

As Dr. Ziskind holds up the
atrocity that is that student’s research
paper, the wind blows the sheets out
of her hands and right into the river.

“Oh, no!” Dr. Ziskind exclaims.

She quickly dives out of the
rowboat and after the research paper,
which is already drifting downstream.
Just as she gets close to it, an alligator
comes out of nowhere and chomps
down on it. Dr. Ziskind wrestles the
paper out of the alligator’s mouth
and quickly swims away. She hops
back in the boat and holds up the
paper triumphantly.

“Maybe now you can row for a
bit?” Sarah asks.

“Don’t be silly, Sarah dear; the
water washed off all my comments
and now I have to start over.”
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Dr. Z Grading Papers

January 2:
Dr. Ziskind walks into History

class first period on the first day back
from break. She begins class by
handing back the research papers,
which she graded over break.

“Hey, why is my research paper
wet?” asks Rivkah Wyner.

Dr. Ziskind throws her hands
up in the air. “Well maybe if you
handed it in on time, it would be
dry!”

How to Get an A in History
Without Doing the Readings

Becca “MichelleObamaCanStillWin” Miller

History class is

number of times your teacher has shown a video in the last two weeks - the

notorious for its workload.
The almost nightly, always
boring readings are tiresome
and it isn’t uncommon for
someone to spend over
half-an-hour reading Ffour

"SECRETS®
OF

X+

a—_ . pages, which is Ffrankly

'H lc_} ] (\' 131‘[ ridiculous. The simplest
_ . solution for Barrack
}'{ F ‘3{ D I :\. (‘_[ students is to simply not do
the reading and save

themselves time and energy.
Not doing the reading is

UTEP.edu

easy, but getting away with it? Not so easy.

When asked if she could tell if students hadn’t completed their
homework, Dr. Minna Ziskind, a history teacher at Barrack, responded, “It
usually comes out eventually, either in the reading quiz or in the discussion.”
Reading quizzes are a special kind of torment because students can never
know if they are coming until it’s too late. Sometimes when you don’t do the
reading there is no quiz, but you can’t be lucky forever, and inevitably, at
some point, you will get caught out, and you will lose those five points and
your teacher’s trust forever.

But never fear, because there is a simple method for determining if a
quiz is in your future. Rather than turning to a Magic 8 Ball or Ouija board,
one can use simple mathematics to predict a reading quiz. There is a
formula: Calculate the number of days since your last
essay\assignment\test - the number of classes your teacher has + the

number of cups of coffee you have seen your teacher drink in the last two
days. Then multiply that figure by nine and you have the percentage
probability of a reading quiz.

But remember -- you can still get caught out in the discussion if
you’re not careful. Dr. Ziskind described “that awkward moment when
someone asks a question that was in the homework or was literally one of
the questions on the homework.” | recommend absolute caution here --
never ask questions, never raise your hand, avoid eye contact, and if the
teacher asks you a question, just start describing the plot of the latest
episode of the show that you were watching last night instead of doing your
history reading.

All of this culminates, of
course, in looking at your Friend’s
study guide the night before the
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S,
One can use simple I
mathematics to predict a eI s ] [
reodingquiz. % |S|l|ﬂ|V|N/é\9tli v,
[N \lf W[VTH] [N]3]A Cal S) =
test, realizing that you have WGWII g nld] i
never seen these terms in your W] 4]
[3]w]n]L]s[o]3]

life, and Ffrantically paging
through your textbook/photocopy
until you end up having done all
of the readings in one night.
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GONNA TELL My Kips TuiS 1S A DISASTER

SERENA ‘MARAL AGOISHOME™ LEVINGSTON

Gonna tell my kids this was Abraham Lincoln

EVERY DAY FOR THE PAST FOUR YEARS OF HIGH
SCHOOL AT BARRACK, I'VE FELT A SINKING SENSATION IN MY
GUT. A KIND OF SUSPICION, WHILE ATTENDING A CERTAIN
CLASS. IT'S NoT MATH cLASS —= | KNoW Mrs. LINDSAY
SINEY WOULD NEVER LIE TO ME ABOUT CALCULUS (IT'S HARD
ENOUGH AS IT 1S). NOR DO | WORRY IN JEWISH STUDIES --
Ranel MicHAEL YONDORF IS WAY TOO NICE TO DECEIVE HIS
STUDENTS. THIS FEELING COULD ONLY COME FROM THE
HISTORY DEPARTMENT. THOSE TEACHERS HAVE WAY T0O
MUCH POWER IN THEIR HANDS, AND RIGHT NOW, THEYRE
ABUSING IT WITH ABANDON. CONFUSED? TAKE A SEAT AND
PREPARE YOURSELF FOR THE SHOCK YOURE ABOUT TO
EXPERIENCE ONCE | EXPLAIN.

IN EACH GENERATION, HISTORIANS HAVE HAD TO
DECIDE WHAT TO INCLUDE, AND WHAT TO LEAVE OUT OF
THER TEXTBOOKS. FOR EXAMPLE, THE RUSSIAN MaTZAH
BALL MAsSACRE OF 1821 DIDNT MAKE IT IN. AND NEITHER
DID THE AZERBAIJANIAN RODENT REvoLuTioN oF 1340, CALL
IT UNFAR, BUT THAT'S THE REALITY. OR AT LEAST IT WAS,
UP UNTIL FAIRLY RECENTLY AT THE Jack M. Barrack
HERREW ACADEMY.

YoUu KNOW THOSE MEMES CIRCULATING, THE ONES

— M
@mjayxx_

Gonna tell my kids this was the Queen of England

@ Mul B @Mul_OVO - 19 Nov
My First Lady of United Kingdom &t
Show this thread

I'M GONNA TELL MY KIDS MEMES

Serena was SHOCKED to discover this is not the Queen
of England, but actress Meghan Markle"

THAT SHOW A PICTURE OF SOMEONE WITH THE CAPTION:
"GONNA TELL MY KIDS THIS WAS [SOMEONE ENTIRELY
DIFFERENT]? BARRACK'S HiSTORY DEPARTMENT ACTUALLY
MADE THOSE UP SOME TIME AGO, AND THEY VE ONLY JUST
BEEN LEAKED THIS PAST FALL. THE FIRST ONE | CAME

IMAGINE THE BETRAYAL | FELT WHEN |
LEARNED THAT ABRAHAM LINCOLN WAS NOT
A SINGER-SONGIWRITER AFTER ALL, BUT SOME

S0-50 SPEECHWRITER. ( GETTYSBURG
ADDRESS ? I'D RATHER HEAR HicH HopEs.)

ACROSS WAS A PICTURE OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN, AND THE
CAPTION READ: GONNA TELL MY KIDS THIS WAS ABRAHAM
LiNcoLN. CONFUSED, | LOOKED CLOSER. To ME, HE LOOKED
JUST LIKE THE TBTH PRESIDENT: STRONG JAW, TOP HAT, RED
SUIT, AND PERFECT EYELINER! HOWEVER, AFTER DOING SOME
RESEARCH, | LEARNED THAT THIS MAN APPARENTLY POSING
AS OUR ESTEEMED FORMER PRESIDENT WAS, IN FACT, A MAN
NAMED BRENDON URIE, THE LEAD SINGER OF THE BAND

PRIMARY RANKINGS
Stalin Rudoler

Kim Jong Un Wyner
Mussolini Rose
Maya “BidenMyTime” Shavit
Shirin “YangGang” Kaye
Devora “WherelsButtigieg” Solomon
Becca “MichelleObamaCanStillWin” Miller
Niva “ImWarrningYou™ Cohen
Kayla “BillionaireBerg” Bleier
Rebs “Kanye 2020” Shaid
Serena “MarALagolsHome” Levingston
Aron “SanderslsNotOld” Shklar
Lane “KlobucharredBurger” Barsh

PaNicl AT THE Disco. IMAGINE THE BETRAYAL | FELT WHEN |
LEARNED THAT  AbRAHAM LINCOLN WAS NOT A
SINGER-SONGWRITER  AFTER  ALL, BUT SOME  S0-SO
SPEECHWRITER. (GETTYSBURG ADDRESS ? ID RATHER HEAR
"HigH Hopes.")

WHILE THE HISTORY TEACHERS COULD HAVE
STOPPED THERE, THEY DIDNT. JUST LAST WEEK, | LEARNED
THAT WHILE THE FOUNDING FATHERS ALSO HAD WEIRD HAIR,
THEY WERE, IN FACT, NOT IN A BOY BAND CALLED SLEEPING
WITH SIRENS. [M STILL NOT SURE WHICH GROUP HAS WORSE
AR, BUT THAT'S BESIDE THE POINT. THE POINT IS THAT
RIGHT NOW, THE HISTORY DEPARTMENT IS GETTING AWAY
WITH LYING TO US. IT'S TIME FOR US, THE STUDENTS, TO
USE WHAT THEY VE TAUGHT US ABOUT LIBERTY, REVOLUTION,
AND CHAIRMAN MAO TO BRING THEM TO JUSTICE!

WELL, MAYBE CHARMAN MAO ISNT RELEVANT
HERE, SO NEVER MIND. HE SANG, ‘GANGNAM STYLE, RIGHT? |
LOVED THAT SONG. WAIT, THAT WAS SOMEONE ELSE? JEEZ.

Crossword: Kayla "BillionaireBerg" Bleier Wordsearch: Shirin "YangGang" Kaye

Across: 2. You have one on the side of your face 5. Opposite of right-side-up 7. seven?
8. What is a special food for passover? 10. Practical jokes 11. Jason and the __ 14. A good
number 16. Month Madness 17. 49/7 18. What holiday is this paper preparing for? 19.

g Deadly sins 20. Build a birdhouse in your soul

Down: 1. She does not always need a prince 3. Monkeys and snakes have this in
common 4. Month Fools 6. Often word to hear the Megillah 9. Who was hanged in the
Purim story? 12. Why are you trying so hard on this crossword? 13. All things you can

2 eat 14. Kids who stayed back from Muss 15. Healthy amount of sleep 19. Days of the

Directions: Words may be found vertically, horizontally, diagonally,
backwards, and squiggly. After finding the words, copy the underlined
letters into the spaces below and unscramble to discover the secret

message.

Words: Crossword. History. Puzzles. Baby. Swipe card. Purim. Paint.
Headshot. Teachers. Clubs. Research. Secrets. Music.

Unscrambled:

H week
| — A U L R B w Z 0 A
] E v B F N Y D I H G
C X Y Q C F A P X C
E D T w 0] X E B H G
K S D J T E Z I Y P
P U U Q 0] N W (0] X \'%
T S L Y R Z J H U Q
M D E 1 N T A L K R
A A G K F C A\ S D I
S T R C M w E J I D
Underlined letters:
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The Faces On The Walls

Becca "Michelle ObamaCanStllwin" Miller

The student headshots lining the walls of Barrack Hebrew
Academy are harmless. They're blurry from being enlarged too much,
and students might be embarrassed to have their faces blown up and
hung in the hallway for all to see, but they don't really affect anyone,
right? Wrong.

BECCA MILLER

HEADSHOTS AKA FUTURE OVERLORDS OF BARRACK

“| feel like they're watching me,” says Rosie Ackerman 23. And
she’s not alone. Many students have reported that they sense the eyes
of the headshots following them as they walk between their classes. “It's
distracting,” says Claire Mansheim 23, another student. The headshots
generally incite increased paranoia eating away at the psyche of the

Barrack students.

But to quote Joseph Heller's Catch-22, “Just because you're
paranoid doesn't mean theyre not after you.” These students aren't just
overly stressed. They're onto something. They sense things that nobody
else senses. Some of them noticed that the photos seem to become
more in focus as the year progresses but dismissed these observations as
their imagination. Pro tip: It's never just your imagination.

AS the year goes on, students as a whole get more and more

Many students have reported that they sense the
eyes of the headshots following them as they walk
petween their classes.

tired and lifeless, with brief rejuvenations at winter break and over
weekends. Most attribute this ennui to lack of sleep due to busy
schedules, a crushing workload, and mind-numbing lessons. But what
they don't know is that their drear is caused by more than just JS class.
Something is draining the life out of the Barrack students. And if you're
smart, you know what it is: the headshots.

AS the Barrack students grow less lively, the faces on the wall
become clearer and clearer. And one day, when we have all become
nothing more than mindless robotic sheep just going through the
motions, the faces will obtain the humanity that we have lost and there
will be disembodied heads simply floating through the school. And we
will be powerless to stop them. They will stage a coup d'etat and
overthrow SA. They will become the new Heads of School; literally. And
there is nothing we can do to stop them.

Mussolini Rose

What a weekend! This year, our school made a(n)

weekend. The students were stoked! Friday morning, they all

(noun),

(movie title). When they arrived at the movie theatre, the students got

seats. All the students thought the movie was

(verb) cards, and talked with their

(noun). But as soon as they arrived, they

get ready for Shabbat. Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv were

planned some fun activities to celebrate

morning services. After services, the students had the choice to

friends. There was a lot of time to just enjoy the natural environment. The best part of the Shabbaton was

Havdalah with the entire Middle School was

(verb)

(adjective). As the students arrived back at the camp, they had
(adjective), and dinner was

(holiday). On Saturday morning, the students woke up

Overall, the Shabbaton getaway was super fun, and |

(adjective), and the trip back to Barrack was anything but

Shabbaton Shenanigans

(adjective) choice to take the entire Middle School to a(n)

(noun) for the

(verb) onto the bus, and passed the time with many activities. They played
(adjective) friends. After a few hours, they finally arrived at

(verb) and got back onto the bus for a surprise. They were all going to see

(food),

(drink), and went to their

(time) to

(adjective). After dinner, JLI

(adjective) and went to

(noun), play (noun), or hang out with

(favorite part).

(adjective).

(your opinion on the Shabbaton)!

Is Christmas the Best
Jewish Holiday?

Lane “KlobucharredBurger” Barsh

Once the end of November rolls around, annual sleigh
bells appear in force. Michael Bublé comes out of hibernation and
Mariah Carey reappears to remind us that she’s still a soprano, a
queen, and not dead yet. Christmas music echoes throughout the
globe, casting a sudden, snowy chill on humanity. In the December
2019 publication of The Jerusalem Post, scientists and rabbis alike
revealed compelling research that shows that the average
Christmas-celebrating citizen accumulates peak Christmas spirit
on November 1st, exactly 55 days before the holiday itself. So even
though people have plenty of time to prepare themselves, they still
fallinto the traps of the season, and when I say people, | don’t just
mean Christians. In reality, almost everybody celebrates, or at
least finds themselves stuck in the whirlwind of the spirit of
Christmas in one way or another, including Jews. Upon additional
research, The Jewish Voice news source found that Jewish
composers wrote the most popular and well known Christmas
songs, including, “It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year,” by
Edward Pola and George Wyle, “Santa Baby,” by Joan Javits and
Philip Springer,and “Silver Bells,” by Jay Livingston and Ray
Evans. And don’t forget the classics, “White Christmas,” by Irving
Berlin, and “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” by Johnny Marks.

It's crazy, really; these songs just corrupt you, but
with...pizzazz? In a recent Chronicle interview with a random
Baltimore native named Rabbi Joshua, he revealed that he “can
never get the tunes out of [his] head”. The global enjoyment of
Christmas music is a number one problem facing modern Jews
today. Even when Christmas is over it doesn’t end. Christmas time
overlaps with midterms, vacation, and most importantly,
Hanukkah. Christmas often tends to outshine its older sibling
Hanukkah, shifting the focus strictly to Christmas. Poor

Christmas spirit even ropes in
members of the Chosen People.

Hanukkah, alone and disappointed. Rabbi Joshua recalls his
younger years, sitting by the chanukiah while listening to the
newly discovered Maccabeats, who only achieved mainstream
attention once releasing their breakout Hanukkah hit,
“Candlelight,” in 2010. Apparently the Maccabeats are old news
now, and | have yet to meet someone who believes that listening to
Hanukkah music is as much of a personality trait as listening to
Christmas music.

In a recent interview with a dear old camp friend and
fellow Jew, she informed me that she is currently pursuing an
inter-cultural relationship with her cross-wearing, church-loving
boyfriend. He, being a Christian man who participated in the

vibrant activity of decorating his Christmas tree prior to 2019,
invited my friend to join. Not only did she willingly accept the invite
with little hesitation, happily anticipating a new experience, but
she thrived on the spirit and joy. Apparently, Christmas spirit
even ropes in members of the Chosen People. My Jewish friend is
living proof. She thoroughly enjoyed these holiday pleasantries,
smiled and even snapped a selfie with her boyfriend in his
agonizingly bright Santa hat. She even posted this picture for the
whole world to see, including her bubbe.

Sarah Rogers/The Daily Beast
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JBHA Ts Aw Unsafe Zowe

Tn the past few wowths, studewls way
have woliced a wuwber of wew posters ow doovs,
walls, and Teachers’ of fices, all saying the same
thing: LGBTQ Safe Zowe. While those posters may
exist, Barvack_is wowhere wear being a safe zone,
bt T'w wot Talking about LGBTA folks. T'd Like o

Maybe you've used this bathwoom
before; maybe you've beew avoiding it
because you've heavd about its gross
issues; or waybe you're Just a boy.

vaise awavewess for awother, wuch  wore
significant problem af flicting this school. “What
is she Talking abowt? you way be asking
yowself,  Tw  Talking  aboul...Barvack’s

Serena "MarALagolsHowe" Levingstow

passed before the other stall doov stopped
locking. Think, Tor a minute, about the purpose of
batwooms. They've the owly place of privacy iw
a school wheve everyone knows everything about
everyone else. Tmagine having thal privacy and
sense of secouriliy Takew away, and thew you'll
begin 1o understand why Barvack is Ty aw

unsafe zone.

bathwooms. What you've aboul o vead is aw 2
extremelyy personal, first-hand warvative aboul @
Wy experience iw Barvack’s bathwoows; so sit back, =
velax, and prepare o be shocked.

The first batwoow ow the list is the £
ground-floor girls’ bathwoow. Maybe you've used =

N ME

this  batwoow befove; waybe you've beew
avoiding it because youve heard aboul its gross
issves; or waybe youve yust a boy. Either way, T'w
here o speak wp aboul wy Traumalizing
experiences. Al the begimming of the year, owe of
the stalls’ doovs didw't lock, Either the Winges
were Loose, or the framework itself was crooked —
Tw wot sure. Whatever it was, it wade everyone
feel uncowfortable. Thawkfully, within a few
wowths, it was fixed. However, wot two wowths had

STUDENTS PROTEST DISGUSTING BA THRObMS

While this may seem Like a complete stony,
wy experiences v the ground-floor batihwoow
bavely scratch the swface of Bawack’s unsafe
batlwoows. Using the thivd-floor girls’ bathwoow
is always a gamble. Here’s some Barvack trivia for
you: Roow 309 shaves a wall with that batiwoow,
and since Barvack’s walls ave woloriously thiw,

oftew, the sounds of a lively dewish Studies class

ave audible twough that wall. T've accidentally
overheard wawy J5 classes, and iU's incredibly
unsetlling. Mot owly that, but both sink_ oplions
ave Tervible. For some veasow, the left sink owly
produces burning-hot waler, and every Time T 4o
To wash wy hawds, T fovget. TUs wot like the other
sink_is wuch betler — the waler pressure is Too
high, <o it sprays all over wy arws,

Awother problew with the thivd-floor
batlwoow has 1o do with Barvack’s velatively wew
obsessiow with TikTok. aw app where people creale
short videos o sharve with the world. Of course,
Barvack has its fair shave of TikTokers, as theyve
knoww, and what better place 1o film them thaw
the third-floor batiwoow? After all, it has a
large wivvor, o see awnd cowecl youwr dance
woves. There have beew wulliple occasions whew
gils making TikToks block the sinks, and T have To
say “Excuse we” a few Times 1o be heavd. The
worst part is, The girls always wove so that the
owly sink available is The owe thal owly produces
boiling water, so T'w Left with hands that feel, like
They've beew sunburned indoors.

Tn the end, T dow't expect wuch To come
of wy Testimowyy. Barvack’s bathwoows have beew
atrocious or as lowg as T caw vemember. Al T ask.
is Thal you sympathize, and advocate for better
batwooms. As havdworking studewts, we should
vise up because it is our vight 1o have funclioning
batwooms. T think Rabbi Hillel said it best in his
famous  line, “If  wol  wow,  whew?”

Welcome to the STEAM Jungle

Kayla "BillinaireBerg” Bleier kidnaps a college student every summer, and
Degp i the recesse of the STEAN while feeding him or her a concoction of

o v he e and oly M, Arthur Maiman,  SEWOUSL andsink iter he cominges {he
Mo it leader ofthe mysterios indigenots student to live amid the drill bits and wood
e f the second oot ofthe Jack Barack GRS e

Hebrew Academy: the STEAM Department. |
Tribe members are known for their ferocity,
their ability to blend in, and the weird smells -

3
L
S
>

mayhem. Perhaps her skills will lead the tribe
to further innovations and less primitive
methods of fiving.

Ms. Daniglle Wilson, a long-time
resident of the STEAM ab tribe, i only now
learning to get away from the insanity of the
laser cutter and 3- printers. Slowly she is
escaping, barely working in the lab all day.

She is no longer recognized as a

the most fascinating. And to think it has
existed secretly under this roof for years! As
always, stay surprised, stay safe, and stay on
the lookout for stray jungle people.

What Am I?
By Maya "BidenMyTime" Shavit

coming from their hazardous lodging. Not one §

of them ever leaves the warren of rooms
nestled between the floors of the high school
building. Together, with Mr. Maiman as their
tribe leader, they make a life amid the jungle
of wires and dangerous pointy things.
Although no one comes out, too many
students make the mistake of entering the
STEAM [ab. These unfortunate souls are never
heard from again, save for their cries of
anguish.

Every year the number of
inhabitants in the lab grows. Mr. Maiman

Left to Right: Danielle Wilson, Arthur Maiman

Mr. Alex Diehm, seized this summer,
is the resident child. Too young to know
better, he lives and works diligently in the lab,
esperately trying day after day to blend into
the throngs of middle school animals
stampeding through the jungle.

Mrs. Carly Clouser, the quister and
newest member, appears o have survived
thus far with her sanity still intact. She ha
managed fo secure a safe space in the

—

STEAM teacher, but a physics teacher! The
computer science teacher! A uman being!
Despite the crazed nature of the
department, the teachers all ive and love like
 family. Escape is the only way to stay san,
but escape is not so easy. The tribe, one of
many department tribes existing within the
walls of this very school, hunts and gathers
together. The members teach tooether, and
they also eat bad students alive together.
As a researcher of many unusual human
species, the STEAM Department tribe is one of
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Declassified: Bells’ Disappearance Investigated

“Classes should start and end when
the teacher says and not when a bell
rings.” Dr. Darin Katz, Director of the
Upper School, explained this as the
school’s reason for doing away with the
bells that used to grace the school with
their ringing at the start and end of each
period. Though this reason is widely
known by now, the Chronicle dug deeper
into this subject by interviewing its

Shirin "YangGang" Kaye

desk drawers and examined her intercom.
A few minutes later, the same woman was
captured in the second floor office hallway
entering the technology office, staggering
to force the lock open while wearing a long
skirt to which she was clearly
unaccustomed. The fourth suspicious clip
showed a raincoated figure exiting through
a side door in the Dining Commons,
carrying a heavy, fabric bag stuffed with

office was in a state of disarray, as if
someone searched for something, found it,
then rushed out without a care for the
mess.”

The security team determined that the
criminal disguised like former Core
teacher Mrs. Judy Pransky, intruded
within the school building, and stole the
devices in which the clock and bell
systems were stored, arousing minimum

sources (who prefer to remain
anonymous) and has the inside scoop to
share with its devoted readers.

Over many days in the summer, school
staff occupied the school buildings working
busily on curricula, policy developments,

l;l

and facility remodelings. Near the end of §=
August, as administrators tested E
electricity, plumbing, and the PA system EE:
in preparation for the nearing school year, ;
they discovered a shocking, grievous ‘3:
disappearance; the carefully-coordinated =

bells software had been wiped from the
computers and the once-synchronized
clocks around the school each differed by
17 minutes and 42 seconds!

How did this happen, we all ask? The
security team combed through video
surveillance records and interviewed
people on the scene for answers. They
discovered a video from a morning in
mid-August of two people entering the
main building through the front door; one
opened it with his/her swipe card and held
it for the person behind; both adults wore
long, hooded raincoats. Another shot
captured the blurred back of a person with
a short-haired wig which was falling off
her head while she rummaged hurriedly in
receptionist Mrs. Marlene Underwood’s

while staff
between meetings.

figured I was
exhaustion.”
Mr.

flat, black items whose corners stuck out,

Barrack’s Bells

members

“I found it strange to see Mrs. Pransky
near the front desk on my way to the
bathroom right after having left a meeting
with her in the Beit Midrash,” one teacher
recalled, “but I shrugged it off. I was at a
dinner party the previous night,
seeing things

Patrick Naylis,
Information Technology,

scene when he entered his office later that
week: “The lock on the door was damaged,
the server had been dismantled, and two
computer hard drives were missing. The

suspicion at the time.

Obviously, the teachers were horrified.
The STEAM Department was assigned the
task of reinventing the stolen software
within one week. They managed to write a
code to return all the clocks to the same
time, but failed to recreate the bell
system.

By the week of orientation, the school
had a problem. The administration came
up with a clever, somewhat-logical reason
as to why the bells had been “taken away”
(s0 as not to scare the students with a
story of school infiltration). And the
recent shootings in the news provided a
legitimate reason for the more stringent
crackdown on swipe card compliance.
However, the real reason for the increased
security measures at school was to
prevent a different type of crime from
being repeated, much closer to home.

When students were welcomed back to
school in September, life continued as
usual -- except that everyone experienced
heartache, missing the 23 bells that had
controlled each day. The Barrack
community sincerely hopes that, when the
criminals are brought to justice, our
beloved bells will be welcomed back with
open hearts and waiting ears.

enjoyed lunch

so 1
in my

Manager of
described the

SWIPED

Mava "BidenMyTime" Shavit

As my canary-colored ride pulled info the Barrack lot, it dawned on
me: | was swipecardless. [ felt naked and afraid without my line of defense.
How could [ possibly snheak past the faculty that guarded the entrance to my
studies? [ was well aware that a place on the list of shame is beyond
embarrassing and scars a student's record. [ already had two marks, so what
would happen if a faculty member found me, already a common criminal,
swipecardless. [deal students can kiss Harvard goodbye when they are
caught without their golden ticket by Bryn Mawr's elite facility.

With a deep breath and a creeping sense of shame aching in my
stomach, [ charged through the line of Main Line-Mom Teslas, caught the
heavy glass door, and made my way into the building. [ took my place beside
the lobby's grand piano, zirped my fleece up to my neck, and prayed that my
check-in teacher was feeling forgetful today. [ approached the teacher-guard
and braced myself for the worst.

"Swipe Card?" he routinely questioned me.

“[ forgot mine at home, sir...I'm so sorry!" [ responded on the verge
of tears.

"Code Magenta, we have a stowaway!" he bellowed, and within
minutes, the Barrack hall revved into action.

[ turned to try and blend in with a flock of incoming ninth-graders, but
it was foo late. Someone yanked my Adidas backpack, and [ was cuffed fo a
looming Derech Eretz Pledge Flag in seconds. | waited, defenseless, and was
barred by a flock of attendants until a hew adult arrived on the scene. [ had
seen this figure before. He was a tall man, decked out in the latest
technology and a Cougars XXL athletic crewneck. [ had seen him around
school over the past few days but had assumed he was a new [T guy, or
better vet, another one of the young STEAM teachers that could pass as a
gangly freshman. He grabbed my cuffed wrists and charged me up to the
Middle School.

"Where are you taking me?" [ challenged my keeper.

"The fifth floor," he smirked.

[, like other naive students, was blissfully unaware of the fifth floor.
My captor led me up an endless humber of stairs. Finally, we reached a
password-protected brass door covered in ivy and "Worth the schlep" bumper
stickers. He punched in a complex code and scanned his retina until [ heard
the soft sound of the door dislodging. He dragged me into a dark room, which
first seemed like any of the quarters on the fourth floor, but dimly lit and
removed from society. However, [ shortly deciphered that this room was
unlike any other place. My eves scannhed the walls, and [ was suddenly
bombarded with the motivational bathroom stickers that fold me [ was
struggling and failing. [ genuinely felt like the labels had gotten to me.
Psychological warfare: that was the administration's game.

[ didn't know what would ensue. [ was cold, broken, and defeated. All
of this, simply because [ forgot to bring my cursed swipe card.

COOKIES STOCK ILLUSTRATIONS
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